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nation and to the development of a loyal, 

intelligent citizenship? Have the assistants 
been inspired with belief in their own 
work? That must come first, the rest 

will follow. The personal interest must 

be aroused through personal help received 

from the governmental publications, and 

every bit of knowledge thus received must 

be used for another's need. That is the 

secret of interest in documents, and the 

foundation of their popular use. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sub-Committee on the Popular 

Use of Documents, 
Jessie M. Woodford, Chairman, 

Following discussion of the above report 
the meeting adjourned. H. H. B. Meyer, 

Chairman. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 
First Session 

The first session of the School Libraries 

Section was called to order by the chair 

man, Martha C. Pritchard, Teachers' Col 

lege, Detroit, Michigan, who gave the open 

ing words of welcome. The following com 

mittees were then appointed: a Nominat 

ing Committee and a Committee to Draft 
a Formal Statement of the Scope and 

Duties of the School Library Section. 

The secretary was instructed to read 

the formal statement entitled libraries in 

education, published in the A. L. A. Bulle 

tin for May, 1921. (See also p. 166.) The 

section voted to send to the N. E. A. the 

endorsement of the School Libraries Sec 

tion of this statement. 

Harriet A. Wood, chairman of the Educa 

tional Committee, then explained the work 

which was being done generally to get co 

operation between school and library 

authorities. At the conclusion of these 

remarks, the chairman spoke of the ad 

visability of strengthening this contact by 
means of a recruiting committee for school 

librarians and for the training of such 

recruits. AJter open discussion it was 

voted that the chairman appoint such a 

committee. At a later meeting the follow 

ing committee was appointed: Mabel 

Williams, Director of Work with Schools, 

Public Library, New York City; Mildred 
Pope, Supervisor High School Libraries, 

Seattle, Washington; Rachel Baldwin, 

Librarian, Deerfield Shields Township High 
School, Highland Park 111.; Jasmine Brit 

ton, Librarian, Elementary School Library, 

Los Angeles, Calif.; Mary C. Richardson, 
Head of Library Department, State Normal 

School, Geneseo, N. Y. 

Winifred E. Skinner, librarian of Pasa 

dena High School, read a paper on the 

school librarian as an administrator. Miss 

Skinner emphasized the idea that the repu 
tation of a school librarian depends largely 

upon her ability as an administrator and 

that as a foundation for this work she 

needs to be an eager student of education 

in all its newest developments. Further, 

she should be an observer of such develop 
ments in her own particular school sc 

that she can anticipate special needs and 

deal with them intelligently. In addition, 
she must exercise her imaginative powers 

continually and let idealism permeate her 

policies, 
The second paper, read by Dr. Sherman 

Williams of the New York State Educa 

tion Department was what the school 

expects of the school librarian. Dr. Wil 

liams felt that the dominant purpose 

of the school library should be to train 

boys and girls so that when they leave 

school they will continue their library 

usage in the public library, not only for 

pleasure reading but tor serious study. A 

secondary purpose is to give life to formal 

textbooks by means of collateral and sup 

plementary reading. Direction in the mat 

ter of reading must not be left to the 

teacher, who is usually unfamiliar with 

books which should be recommended, but 

should be given by a librarian who learns 

to know the pupils individually and can 
select reading determined by the personal 
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interest, maturity of mind and environ 

ment of each pupil. Dr. Williams' paper 
was printed in the August New York Li 

braries, pp. 240-242. 

Samuel Thurber, head of the English 

Department of the Technical High School 

of Newton, Massachusetts, spoke inform 

ally, from notes, of the work which was 

being done in the development of the li 

brary of his own school. 

Anne M. Mulheron of Portland spoke of 

the work which had been done and was 

being done in connection with school li 

braries in Portland. 

Marion Horton of Los Angeles gave a 

practical statement of methods she had 

used, as principal of the Library School 

of the Los Angeles Public Library, in giv 

ing the students actual problems to work 

out for theoretical purposes. Miss Horton 

presented her findings in regard to the sub 

jects taught in the representative library 
schools of this country and after some dis 

cussion it was voted to draft this informa 

tion into a permanent form such as could be 

published with the consent of all schools 

concerned. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Second Session 

The second session, arranged by the New 

England Convention of School Libraries, 
was called to order by the chairman, who 

introduced Clarence D. Kingsley, Super 
visor of Secondary Education for Massa 

chusetts, whose topic was the librarian 
points the way. He said that there 
will be an inter-relation between the new 

conception of education and the library. 
The old conception placed emphasis on 
the accumulation of facts while the new 

conception substitutes for knowledge other 

requisites. He named as requisites for 
the educated person of today knowledge, 
habits, powers, interests and ideals. He 
maintained that the library helps to utilize 
books more intelligently, provides real 

abiding interests, creates and establishes 
ideals. The library and school represent 
a much broader conception than the school 
alone. 

Mr. Kingsley enumerated seven objec 
tives of a well-rounded education which 
are essential in the education of every 

boy and girl; namely, health, command 

of fundamental processes, worthy home 

membership, vocation, citizenship, worthy 
use of leisure and ethical character. He 

believed that all seven could be realized 

in high school if not in elementary school. 

He advocated the substitution for the old 

formal examination of a research problem 
to be worked out individually in the li 

brary, using every available resource. He 

commended the idea of collective thinking 
and the conference room and recommended 
a teachers' reference room which might 
serve, not only for study and consultation 
of books, but for the purpose of training 
the teacher to use books to the best ad 

vantage. 
Mr. Kingsley was followed by Adeline B. 

Zachert who discarded her formal paper 

and, after some personal reminiscence, 

emphasized a necessary change of attitude 
on the part of librarians who have harped 
too long on the word, "co-operation," will 

ing to go only half way when they should 

go the whole way, sometimes, to secure 

the results for which they are working. 
She said in closing, "There must be a book 

laboratory in the school, the public li 

brary can not do the work; know the sell 

ing points of your work; be ready for 

possible objections, then invade school 

authorities, if you must." 

The open discussion touched upon the 

subjects of separate libraries with full 
time librarians in elementary schools; the 
relative importance of the librarian in the 

appointment of personnel for the faculty 
of a newly-organized school; the question 
of shared responsibility in the administra 
tion of school libraries; and the outlook 
of the book business from a publisher's 
point of view. 

A count of those persons present at the 

meeting who were actively engaged in 
senior or junior high school library work 
showed a total of thirty-three. 

Miss Zachert was elected official repre 
sentative of the School Libraries Section 
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of the A. L. A. to the Library Department 

of the N. E. A. Conference at Des Moines. 

Opportunity was given F. G. Melcher to 

speak of the Thomas Bailey Aldrich book 

case model which was on exhibit, made 

from plans secured from Mrs. Aldrich. Mr. 

Melcher advocated the encouraging of boys 
in building similar cases in their school 

manual training classes; he contended that, 

given the cases, the matter of filling them 

with good books would soon be settled. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Third Session 

The last session was called to order by 
the chairman, who introduced Cora New 

ton of the Bridgewater State Normal 

School, Massachusetts, whose subject was 

the place of the book in the modern 

school. Miss Newton traced the develop 
ment of the art of reading from the time 

when it was fostered in the home of the 

early settler down to the time when private 
libraries began to spring up and text 

books began to multiply. School children 

began to show discontent at reading only 
textbooks and, because there was no other 

means of gratifying their desire to read, 

they haunted the cheap bookstalls. Educa 

tors recognized the trend of their reading 

and out of the survey that followed arose 

the recognition of the need for a school 

library. In closing, Miss Newton said 

"Present home conditions will give rise 

to a bookless generation unless the school 

library steps in and does for the commu 

nity what the primary school did for the 

early settlers in the art of reading." 

Ethel E. Kimball, librarian of the State 

Normal School, Lowell, Massachusetts gave 
a demonstration of ways in which interest 

was aroused in her own library by means 

of attractive posters and lists. She intro 

duced four normal school graduates who 

spoke informally of methods which they 
tested out in their own schools after their 

instruction in library usage under Miss 

Kimball. 

Mary E. Robbins conducted the dis 

cussion, in the course of which Alvey Gor 

don of East Orange exhibited some charts 

showing early processes in bookmaking and 

explained their use in connection with 

library instruction. The chairman called 

attention to the buckram picture holders 

which have been found most useful in cir 

culating pictures in Los Angeles schools. 

The report of the Committee on Draft of 

Statement of Scope and Duties of School 

Libraries Section was received and adopted. 

The following officers were nominated 

for the coming year: Chairman, Marion 

Horton, Los Angeles, Cal.; Vice-Chairman, 

Jessie E. Tompkins, Detroit, Mich.; High 

School Representative, May Ingles, Omaha, 

Neb.; Normal School Representative, Bertha 

Hatch, Cleveland, 0.; Secretary and Treas 

urer, Frances H. Kelly, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

It was voted that the secretary be in 

structed to cast the vote for each of these 

officers and that they be duly notified of 

their election. 

The meeting adjourned. 
Edith L. Cook, 

Secretary pro tern. 

SMALL LIBRARIES ROUND TABLE 
The first meeting of the Small Libraries 

Round Table was held Wednesday morning, 

June 22. There was a feeling on the part 

of many librarians that the special prob 

lems of this group are not adequately dis 

cussed in the general meetings,, and that 

a section should be formed. 

The large number present and the inter 

est shown both during and after the meet 

ing make its organizers even more cer 

tain that this should be added to the other 

special groups which meet during A. L. A. 

week. 

Grace Child of the Phoenix Life Insur 

ance Co., Hartford, Conn., opened the meet 

ing by calling upon Etta M. Roberts of 

Wheeling, W. Va., to explain the reason for 

the meeting. Barbara H. Smith, of Gard 
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